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•	 Explore culture and tradition with the San Bushmen of Namibia.

•	 Capture the towering red sand dunes of the Namib Desert in 
Sesrium Canyon.

•	 Discover the Skeleton Coast and the largest colony of Cape fur 
seals at Cape Cross Seal Reserve.

•	 Visit Twyfelfontein, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, to view one of 
the largest concentrations of petroglyphs in Africa.

•	 Experience the surprising and rich biodiversity of Etosha National 
Park.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

holbrooktravel.com | 800-451-7111

NAMIBIA

Namibia, one of the world’s youngest countries, 
tucked between the Atlantic Ocean and the 
Kalahari Desert, is packed with potential. 
Namibia is full of natural and cultural wonders, 
a photographer’s dream.

The Namib, the oldest desert in the world, 
dominates Namibia’s landscape. Take time for 
visits to surrounding safari areas, which are 
visually impressive, with exquisite flora, towering 
red dunes, bush country, and fascinating geological 
formations, while traveling through Namibia. The 
animals that roam the extraordinary landscape 
are just as breathtaking. Wildlife commonly seen 
on safari includes buck species, elephants, giraffes, 
rhinos, and lions. Hundreds of bird, reptile and 
amphibian species round out the incredibly diverse 
wildlife in Namibia’s numerous reserves.

ABOUT YOUR LEADER
Jeff Donald is the Executive Director of the Florida Center for
Creative Photography. Jeff is an avid nature and wildlife photographer, 
experienced instructor, videographer, travel expedition leader, and business 
manager. His work has been published in national nature and conservation 
publications. He has traveled extensively in Africa and Asia in pursuit of his 
natural history studies.



red dunes that surround it. The dunes in this area are 
some of the highest in the world, reaching up over 1,000 
feet and creating dramatic impact against the blue sky. 
The dunes’ variation in color is an indicator of age, and 
the rich pink to red hues are a consequence of the sand’s 
high iron content and the resulting oxidation processes. 
Early morning departure at sunrise to take advantage of 
the best color contrasts along the 37-mile route. Board 
all-terrain vehicles and spend the day learning about the 
flora and fauna of this unique environment. Drive through 
the dune corridor down to the Vlei and stop at Dune 45, 
perhaps the most photographed dune in the world, before 
continuing to the Dead Vlei and its dramatic white chalk 
plains and 900-year-old Acacia trees for an optional two-
mile round trip hike. Return to the lodge for dinner and 
overnight. Overnight at Sossus Dune Lodge. (BLD)

JULY 7 - SWAKOPMUND
Spend the morning traversing the barren, moon-like 
landscape to the Skeleton Coast. The drive is approximately 
six hours and the next destination is Swakopmund. 
Situated along the cold South Atlantic Ocean and 
surrounded by the Namib Desert on three sides, the city 
enjoys a mild desert climate and relies heavily on thick fogs 
for moisture. The fauna and flora of the area have adapted 
to this phenomenon and now rely upon the fog as a source 
of moisture. Check in at The Stiltz, which offers the most 
spectacular views in Swakopmund, overlooking either the 
Atlantic Ocean or the sand dunes and the bird-rich lagoon 
at the river mouth. Have dinner and time to rest from the 
journey. Overnight at The Stiltz. (BLD)

JULY 8  - SWAKOPMUND
This morning after breakfast connect with desert life during 
a Living Desert Tour. During this unique 4x4 adventure, 
discover the geology, structure, and formation of the desert 
and admire the vast and beautiful landscapes on a scenic 
dune drive along the coastal dune belt. The landscape 
may seem barren and lifeless, but in fact it is alive with a 
fascinating variety of small, desert-adapted animals, which 
are able to survive on the life-giving fog. See the arachnid 
known as the “dancing white lady spider” cartwheel down 
a dune at 44 turns per second to escape predators. Admire 
the transparent Namib dune gecko’s webbed feet, which 
function like snow shoes. Learn about the different beetles 
and insects and how they survive in the dune desert. 
Follow in the tracks of a legless lizard, observe sand-diving 
lizards dancing on the hot sand, plus sidewinders, desert 
chameleons, and many more fascinating creatures. After 
lunch, explore the rocky granite valley known as the 
“Moon Valley,” a short drive east. This amazing landscape 
was carved out by the Swakop River over time and offers 
vast, ever-changing landscapes. Special care is taken not 
to damage the gravel plains and to protect this special 
ecosystem. Discuss conservation, geological structures, 
fauna and flora. Be on the lookout for small creatures 
as well as larger mammals and birds such as springboks, 
klipspringers, baboons, jackals, and Ostriches. Overnight at 
Cape Cross Lodge. (BLD)

ITINERARY

JULY 2 - EN ROUTE
This morning depart on an overnight flight to Namibia. 
Transportation is in an 18-seater overland truck for the 
duration of the tour unless otherwise noted.

JULY 3 - WINDHOEK
Welcome to Namibia, a country roughly 300,000 square 
miles in area, of which 42 percent is under private or 
public protection for conservation, surpassing all other 
countries in Africa. Arrive mid-morning at the Hosea 
Kutako International Airport; after arrival formalities, 
meet your local guide and drive approximately 30 minutes 
to the nearby Naankuse Lodge, situated in the African 
savannah among camel thorn trees, riverbeds, and a 
stone canyon. The lodge is a not-for-profit ecotourism 
project that supports a variety of local initiatives. Upon 
arrival have lunch and some time to rest. This evening 
after dinner, connect with a local San Bushman around 
the fire and listen to traditional stories about the stars, 
animals, galaxies, and the universe. There may even be 
a few traditional dances and singing! This is a great way 
to experience the Namibian bush at night and share in a 
little piece of San tradition as you begin your adventure. 
Overnight at Naankuse Lodge. (LD)

JULY 4 - SOSSUS
This morning after breakfast experience a full day 
connecting with the San people. The Ancient San Skills 
Academy is a joint venture between the lodge and the 
Nyae Nyae Conservancy and is a great opportunity to 
learn about the San culture. Next, journey to the town 
of Sesrium, approximately a five-hour drive. This town is 
situated at the gate of the Sossusvlei, a salt and clay pan 
surrounded by high red dunes. Overnight at Sossus Dune 
Lodge. (BLD)

JULY 5 - SOSSUS
This morning admire the towering, red-sand dunes of the 
Namib Desert before visiting Sesrium Canyon. This natural 
canyon was formed 2 million years ago by the then-mighty 
Tsauchab River and provides an excellent visual history 
of the area’s geology. Explore the base of the gorge, which 
plunges down over 100 feet into pools that are replenished 
by ample rains. Be on the lookout for bird life; the cliffs 
are inhabited by pigeons, starlings, and Pied Crows. High 
above there are also chances to see the Lanner Falcon or 
the Lappet-faced Vulture, with an impressive wingspan 
of 8.5 feet! After the visit, return to camp for dinner. 
This evening, be sure to listen for the cry of the Spotted 
Eagle-Owl and the far-off yowling of black-backed jackals. 
Overnight at Sossus Dune Lodge. (BLD)

JULY 6 - SOSSUS
Today discover one of Namibia’s jewels and the largest 
conservation area in Africa, Sossusvlei, situated in the 
immense Namib Naukluft National Park. Sossusvlei is a 
large, white, salt and clay pan characterized by the large, 



JULY 9 - PALMWAG
This morning see the largest colony of breeding Cape fur 
seals on the planet, found only along the South African 
coastline. These amazing creatures fight, mate, reproduce 
and fish in the Cape Cross Seal Reserve. Walk along the 
special walkway constructed of recycled plastic for excellent 
viewing opportunities. One of the most endearing features 
of Cape fur seals is their ears; they have external ears, as 
opposed to true seals which do not. Continue the journey 
with a visit to the ancient rock engravings of Twyfelfontein, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Continue to northwest 
Damaraland and check in at Twyfelfontein Lodge, where 
a healthy predator population of cheetah, leopard, and 
brown and spotted hyena flourish under the management 
of the Save the Rhino Trust. Overnight at Twyfelfontein 
Lodge. (BLD)

JULY 10  - ETOSHA 
This morning depart for Etosha National Park 
(approximately a four-and-a-half-hour drive) to 
Okaukuejo Resort. En route discover one of the largest 
concentrations of petroglyphs in Africa, depicting 
rituals and practices of hunter-gatherer communities, 
some dating back to the Later Stone Age. Check in at 
the lodge with time at leisure to enjoy the property. 
Etosha National Park is unique in Africa. The park’s 
main characteristic is a salt pan so large it can be seen 
from space. The park is abundant with wildlife that 
congregates around the waterholes, particularly during 
the dry winter months (May to September). One of the 
highlights of the rest camp is its floodlit waterhole, which 
draws black rhino almost every night, as well as numerous 
elephants, especially between June and December. This 
is considered by many to be the best place in Africa to 
see the endangered and solitary natured black rhino. The 
waterhole is additionally a daytime highlight, serving as 
a hub of animal activity starting in the early hours of the 
morning, particularly during the winter. Overnight at 
Okaukeujo Resort. (BLD)

JULY 11  - ETOSHA
Spend a full day exploring Etosha National Park. The 
abundance of game here is somewhat unexpected, 
showcasing some of the most common and rarest wildlife 
species. The areas with thicker vegetation are home to 
elephant (some of the largest in Africa due to the vitamins 
and nutrients found in the ground), the endangered black 
rhino, and even leopard. Lions are camouflaged in the pale 
golden color of the grasslands, while giraffes rise high above 
most of the dry vegetation. The game reserve is also home 
to the world’s largest bird, the Ostrich, and the heaviest 
flying bird, the Kori Bustard. Overnight at Okaukeujo 
Resort. (BLD)

JULY 12  - ETOSHA
Transfer to Namutoni Camp today. Continue to explore 
Etosha National park with game drives. Overnight at 
Okaukeujo Resort. (BLD)

JULY 13  - ETOSHA
Continue the day with optional activities offering 
opportunities to explore, birdwatch, and enjoy nature 
trails before an after-dinner game drive. Overnight at 
Okaukeujo Resort. (BLD)

JULY 14  - WINDHOEK
This morning depart for Windhoek (approximately 
a four-and-a-half-hour drive). This evening attend 
a farewell dinner in a local restaurant. Overnight at 
Vondellhof Guest Houst. (BLD)

JULY 15  - DEPARTURE
Today transfer to the airport for your flight back to the 
U.S. (B)

LAND PRICE

$4,875 per person (based on minimum of 14 
participants)

Includes: 

•	 Accommodations, meals, entrance fees, and activities 
as listed in itinerary

•	 Private vehicle transportation unless otherwise noted 
in itinerary

•	 Non-alcoholic beverages with meals
•	 Local guides in each region for duration of program
•	 Bottled water on the bus

Optional costs: 
•	 July 5: Hot air balloon safari with Champagne: $500

Not included: Gratuities, items of a personal nature, 
or international airfare, estimated at $2,200 from JFK. 
Other departure cities are available. 

THE FINE PRINT

Price is based on double occupancy. For a single room 
throughout the trip add $540 per person. A $200 per 
person deposit and enrollment form are required to 
confirm your space on the trip. This deposit is refundable 
until March 29, 2017 minus a $100 cancellation fee. 
Non-refundable final payment is due no later than March 
29, 2017. Travel/trip cancellation insurance is strongly 
recommended. For more information call Travel Insured at 
800-243-3174 or visit travelinsured.com. Holbrook Travel’s 
agency number is 15849. 

This program includes optional carbon offsetting with 
ClimateSafe. Learn more at holbrooktravel.com/climatesafe 



FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ENROLL

Visit holbrook.travel/ccp-namibia or contact Jeff Donald at FCCP_
Director@me.com or Sandy Doss at sandydoss@holbrooktravel.com
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